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Your talk is very much pro-animals and you see them in a strong light. Yet how does this reconcile with the many instances in the Bible of animals being used for sacrifice?

The idea of the Biblical writers demanding the killing of animals should prove a challenge to all who read it.

In regards to sacrifices, I am just pleased that as we move forward through the Old Testament, its writers seem to change their minds about how God sees animal sacrifice:

The book of Isaiah, which foresees a peaceable Kingdom where killing will be banished says in verses 1:11:

What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls.

I would say true Christ-like sacrifice for us in the 21st century does not involve the spilling of innocent blood but rather the serving of the innocent, the weak and vulnerable.

As for killing for food, when we look at Genesis 9 we behold a fallen period where we see that wickedness and violence had destroyed God’s highest hopes for creation.

Therefore a terrible acquiescence was made for human sin and permission to kill in times of necessity was granted.

This permission takes the form of lamentation in Genesis 9:2 whereby it says “The fear and dread of humanity shall rest on every animal of the earth”.

Karl Barth, perhaps the greatest theologian of the last century, brings into sharp focus what this permission really means:

If there is a freedom of man to kill animals, this signifies in any case the adoption of an enhanced responsibility. His lordship takes on a new gravity when he sees himself compelled to express his lordship by depriving it of its life. He obviously cannot do this except under the pressure of necessity. Far less than all the other things which he dares to do in relation to animals, may this be ventured unthinkingly and as though it were self-evident. He must never treat this need for defensive and offensive action against the animal world as a natural one, nor include it as a normal element of his thinking or conduct. He must always shrink from this possibility even when he makes use of it. It always contains the sharp counter question: Who are you, to claim that you must venture this to maintain, support, enrich and beautify your own life? What is there in your life that you feel compelled to take this aggressive step in its favour?


Surely Christ died to save humans from sin. How does the work of Christ effect animals who cannot sin as we do?

When the God entered the world through the Word, scripture says Christ “put on flesh”.

The word flesh, or sarx in the original Greek, is a word which encompasses humans and animals alike.

In putting on this flesh, Christ shared many creaturely experiences that are common to all animals across a wide spectrum of species such as hunger, happiness, sickness, etc. 

St John of the Cross said: 

“In uniting Himself with Man, God united himself with the nature of all creatures.”

This was the nature and substance of the Word.

This is what was taken to the cross.

Why?

Christ takes on flesh and embraces pain and death and in doing so transforms it.

The Christ-event reveals a God not only feels with suffering creation, but who is already at work transforming the suffering of every creature in life.

Paul tells us Creation waits with “eager longing” for its liberation from “bondage to decay” and “the freedom associated with the glory of the children of God” (Romans 8:19-23)

The Spirit is not only the companion of creation on this journey midwife to the birth of the new which been “groaning together in the pangs of childbirth up till now” (Romans 8:22)

Paul sees the whole world as the stage for God’s redemptive actions and creation’s pain as being that which heralding the birth of a new creation.

Christ’s overcoming of death, gives meaning to the whole of creation.

It reveals a God who acts not by overpowering but by working in and through the processes of the natural world, suffering with suffering creation and promising the fullness of life.

In the Word Made flesh, God embraces the whole labour of life on Earth, with all its evolutionary processes, including death, predation and extinction, in an event that is both a radical identification in love and an unbreakable promise.




You talk about animals being spiritual beings but how can this be? How can a camel or mouse praise God or accept Jesus as its Saviour?
Revelation depicts every living creature sharing in the worship of the God and joining in the great cosmic liturgy.

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever!”

You may say, yes but is a day to come.

What spiritual activity do they partake in now?

Animals don’t need to be shouting “Hosanna!” and speaking tongues.

Animals are made to be fundamentally spiritual beings and their cognitive abilities have no factor in that. 

The key theme of Grace is not about God’s creatures, human or animal, saving themselves but rather God’s extending of Himself in love.

Jesus’ claim that not a single sparrow is “forgotten by God” suggests they are all inscribed upon the divine memory.

They are breathed into being and exist because God loves and remembers them.

God’s memory is a key theme in scripture.

· We pray that God will hold us in memory (Job 7:7, 10:9)
· We exist because God remembers us and holds us in His care (Ps 8:4)

I think it can be said that God does not forget any creature that He loves and creates.

The sparrow that falls to the ground is not abandoned, but is gathered and brought to redemptive new life in Christ, in whom creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay” (Rom 8:21). 


